CHAPTER VII
POSTSCRIPT     TO     PANAMA
THE French failure in Panama was not the end of the
great Interoceanic Canal project. Indeed, failure is
perhaps hardly the word to use in connection with a
fine pioneering effort which paved the way for ultimate
success. France was defeated at the time by inadequate
machinery and by the almost complete breakdown of
morale due to disease and climatic conditions which
medical science had not then succeeded in overcoming.
The extravagance and the recklessness was typical of a
population working under plague-stricken conditions.
Imagine the horrors of the Great Plague of London
aggravated by equatorial heat, decaying vegetation,
miasmic marshes, and venomous insect and reptilian
life, and one may have some conception of the circum-
stances which nullified the French efforts, and created
the financial crisis at home. How true were Gilbert's
lines:
cs Beyond the Chagres River
'Tis said (the story's told)
Axe paths that lead to mountains
Of purest virgin gold;
But 'tis my firm conviction
What e'er the tales they tell,
That beyond the Chagres River
All paths lead straight to hell."
But for the ruin of thousands of families and the
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